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The construction, design, and patronage of buildings for mass entertainment in the Roman Empire
rightfully remain a major focus of modern scholarship, especially as new structures continue to be
discovered and attest to the centrality of spectacles in public life across the full extent of the empire. This
symposium seeks to shift focus from the structures to the ways in which the embodied experience of these
events insinuated themselves into the everyday social practices of Romans, especially as seen through
visual, material, and epigraphic culture. Inspired by Michel de Certeau’s The Practice of Everyday Life
(1984), this symposium will look at the diverse social strategies or “ways of operating” by which Romans
individualized mass culture within the framework of their own lives. This might include inscribing
graffiti, purchasing objects such as lamps or figurines, or commissioning curse tablets or works of art for
one’s household, among other activities.

On account of the extraordinarily richly-preserved remains from around the Bay of Naples and
the location of the symposium there, the organizers encourage papers that treat evidence from that area.
However, since we seek to offer broad coverage of this phenomenon as it manifests itself across the
empire, studies of particular regions or categories of evidence (e.g., inscriptions, objects) are welcome as
well. For instance, contributions might look at the numbers, kinds, and contexts of references to
spectacles in inscriptions, visual and material culture (e.g., coins, statuettes, funerary memorials,
household decoration), and literary testimonies from around the Bay of Naples and/or beyond. In
addition, they might also consider the strategies adopted by the “consumer” (e.g., partisanship, magic
ritual, propaganda, etc.).
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